
Southwest Nature Park Neighborhood Workshop
Alachua County Preliminary/Final Development Plan Application

October 26, 2023



Welcome & House Keeping
• We are glad you are here!

• The webinar will be recorded

• Your microphone will be muted

• To ask a question:

• ‘Raise your hand’ to verbally ask

• Use the chat box

• We recommend that you hold your questions to the end 
as they may be answered during the presentation



Neighborhood Workshop



Property Location Map

• Tax Parcel Numbers:
• 04433-000-000

• 04433-003-001 

• Location: 3488 SW 122nd St.

• Approx. 76 Acres (+/-)

• Land Use Designation: Rural/Agriculture

• Zoning District: ‘A’ (Agriculture)

• Proposed Nature Park



Existing Land Use and Zoning Maps
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Special Exception 
Master Plan 

Approved by 
Alachua County 
Board of County 
Commissioners on 
12/08/20



Outline
• Team Introductions

• Background & Drivers 

• Project Overview

• Site Study

• Next Steps



Team Members

Kristen Sealey, PE
Project Manager

Alan Foley, PE
Senior Manager

Amy Goodden, PE
Ecological Design Engineer

Jennifer McElroy, PE
Regulatory Compliance

Rick Hutton, PE
Regulatory Affairs

Sergio Reyes, PE
Community Engineer

Pranjali Kumar, PE
Water Quality Expert



GRU Overview
Water Service
• 200,000 people
• UF, SFC, hospitals & businesses

Water Reclamation
• Receives wastewater from 185,000 

people throughout the community
• Collect, treat, and beneficially reuse

Protect public health and safety 



Water Challenges
• Expect 40,000 to 50,000 

new residents to the region
over next 20 years
(20-25% population increase) 

• Need to protect springs, 
lakes, and rivers



Water Resource Strategy
Water Conservation
Water Reuse
• Irrigation - instead of groundwater 
• Environmental restoration
• Aquifer recharge



Project Drivers
• Increases beneficial reuse
• Provides aquifer recharge
• Supports flows at the Santa Fe and Ichetucknee 

Rivers and their springs 
• Cost Share partnership with Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP) & Suwanee River 
Water Management District (SRWMD)



Project Details
• Property 75-acres

• Wetland areas will receive high-quality 
reuse water from Kanapaha Water 
Reclamation Facility

• Tree selection & vegetated buffer

• No offsite drainage

• Site monitoring

• Public access planned to be managed by 
Alachua County Parks & Open Space

• Stakeholder engagement & collaboration
Ocala Wetland Recharge Park, Ocala-News



Artistic Rendering



Project Schedule 

Visioning & Conceptual Design Construction & Commissioning

Wetland 
Complete

Design & 
Permitting

Due Diligence & 
Geotechnical Investigation Design Build Solicitation Agreements

We Are 
Here

Community Engagement



Site Study
Purpose

• Determine site-specific percolation rates that 
will be used to design and size wetland areas

Test Description

• Study areas approx. 1 acre

• Study areas operated to simulate wetland 
operation

• Potable water from GRU’s drinking water 
system will be used to fill the study areas and 
maintain water levels

• Monitoring equipment to measure percolation 
rates



Proposed Draft 
Preliminary/Final Development 
Plan



Next Steps
• Neighborhood Workshop – October 26, 2023

• Preliminary/Final Development Plan – for Site Study
• County Submittal – October 2023

• Approval – Tentatively Jan/Feb 2024

• Neighborhood Meeting for Conceptual Design – Spring/Summer 2024

• Revised Final Development Plan – for Southwest Nature Park
• County Submittal – Tentatively Fall 2024

• DRC Hearing – Tentatively Fall 2024



We are happy to take any questions 
you may have. 

Thank you for your time this evening.
Presentation will be posted to: http://edafl.com/neighborhoodworkshops

Any follow-up questions? Email permitting@edafl.com or call 352-373-3541
southwestnaturepark.com

http://edafl.com/neighborhoodworkshops
mailto:permitting@edafl.com
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